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Black History Month 2024

Welcome to our annual Black History Month Newsletter

Created to inform and support you this month and through the coming year with
a mixture of reading lists, journal articles, and health information.

The theme for 2024 is: #ReclaimingNarratives.

“This theme is not just about revisiting history; it’s about taking ownership of the
stories that define our culture, our contributions, and our very identity.” (BHM)

For all things Black History Month https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/ or to
see more about the idea behind #ReclaimingNarratives, take a look at:
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/section/bhm-intros/reclaiming-
narratives-the-inspiring-theme-for-black-history-month-2024-2/

Reading lists

Penguin’s Ultimate Black History Month reading list:
https://www.penguin.co.uk/articles/2023/10/books-black-authors-reading-list

Bloomsbury books to celebrate Black History Month

https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/discover/superpages/academic/black-history-
month-uk-2023/

Waterstones choice of the best Black authors and writers

https://www.waterstones.com/black-history-month

BHM: Black History Month - 10 books by Black British Authors you should read:
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/section/books/10-books-by-
black-british-authors-you-should-read/

For a look at what books are available at your local Trust or other HeLM libraries,
scan the QR code

Or check out the ‘Equality and Diversity’
ebooks from Health Education England.
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Search the collection at:
https://read.kortext.com/library/books

George Eliot Hospital South Warwickshire University
NHS Trust NHS Foundation Trust
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Events

2nd October: Warwickshire Public Libraries are In Conversation with Monica D
Brown at Stratford Library on 2nd October 2024 where she will be talking about
her poetry collection, Journey back to Zanibar. Tickets available at:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/in-conversation-with-monica-d-brown-drop-in-
tickets-941832495347

4th October: Join BHM Scotland’s talk on Memory, materiality, and the afterlives
of British-colonial detention camps. Book online at:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/memory-materiality-and-the-afterlives-of-
british-colonial-detention-camps-tickets-976083531117?aff=oddtdtcreator

5th October: The Hidden History of Africa Before the Slave Trade. Watch this
stunning presentation on the civilisations of Medieval Ethiopia, the Empire of Mali,
the Yoruba Kingdoms, Medieval Sudan, and the East African Coast. Webinar
tickets are available from: info@blackhistorystudies.com

8th October: Black is the Colour of my Voice. Inspired by Nina Simone and
featuring many of her songs, come see this play at the Royal Spa Centre,
Leamington. Tickets available at: https://www.ents24.com/leamington-spa-
events/royal-spa-centre/black-is-the-color-of-my-voice/7183550

9th October: Join Lord Woolley, co-founder of Operation Black Vote as he
presents the Olaudah Equiano Annual Lecture on Race Justice. For more
information see
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/listings/region/online-event/lord-
woolley-presents-the-2024-olaudah-equiano-race-justice-talk-virtual/

10th October: Spreading Racism at Breakfast, a short film about the golly logo on
Robertson’s Jam. Join the interactive discussion by booking at:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/spreading-racism-at-breakfast-tickets-
943477174627

18th October: Black British English: an online talk by Ife Thompson - join the
founder of Black Learning Achievement and Mental Health (BLAM) for a talk about
her determination to preserve and honour Black linguistic identity. Contact:
shoelane@cityoflondon.gov.uk

29th October: Reclaiming Narratives. A transformative evening of storytelling and
empowerment. Book your tickets at: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/reclaiming-
narratives-sharing-our-stories-tickets-1002952356497?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
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Events (cont.) '

Black History Month online at the National Portrait Gallery ~
https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/gallery-trails/black-history-month/ .
Come and visit the Sugar and Slavery Trail of Paxton House online at

https://paxtonhouse.co.uk/sugar-slavery-trail/

Historic Firsts

Alberge, D. (2023) ‘Half of Britons can’t name a Black British historical figure,
survey finds’, The Guardian, 26th October. https://www.theguardian.com/uk-
news/2023/oct/26/half-of-britons-cant-name-a-black-british-historical-figure-
survey-finds Make sure you’re not one of the 50% by finding more about Black
British Firsts at https://www.ibhm-uk.org/black-british-firsts-menu or reading
our ‘Firsts’ below. Why not try testing your knowledge with the Black History
Quizzes from Black History Month UK https://www.ibhm-uk.org/black-history-
uk-quizzes

Diane Abbott: a legacy of courage, change, and endurance. Find out more about
the first Black woman in the House of Commons:

https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/section/bhm-firsts/diane-

abbott-a-legacy-of-courage-change-and-endurance/

Do you know about John Archer, first Black Mayor of London? Discover more at:
https://www.blackheroesfoundation.org/people/john-richard-archer/

Have you come across Lilian Bader, first Black female member of the British
Armed forces:
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/section/bhm-heroes/black-
history-month-firsts-lilian-bader/

Who was Joe Clough? Find out more about the first Black Bus Driver:
https://www.ltmuseum.co.uk/collections/stories/people/joseph-clough-
londons-first-black-bus-driver

Stella Thomas, the first Black woman called to the Bar. Find out about her life
and career: https://www.innertemple.org.uk/celebrating-diversity-at-the-

bar/stella-thomas/

Missing the Olympics? Read about Harry Edwards, the first Black British
Olympian: https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2021/may/16/the-remarkable-
story-of-harry-edward-britains-first-black-olympian

Jocelyn Barrow, Educator, and first Black female Governor of the BBC. Hear
more about her fight for improved standards of education:
https://windrushfoundation.com/community-champions/jocelyn-barrow/

Meet Wilfred Wood, first Black Church of England Bishop.
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/section/bhm-firsts/bishop-
\ 4 wilfred-wood-the-church-of-englands-first-black-bishop/
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Reclaiming the Narrative

Khan, A.J. (2022) ‘Getty opens access to 30,000 images of black diaspora in UK
and US’, The Guardian, 12 July. A collection of almost 30,000 rarely seen images
of the black diaspora in the UK and the US, dating from the 19th century to the
present, launched as part of an educational initiative to raise awareness of the
history of black people in the UK.
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2022/jul/12/getty-opens-access-to-
30000-images-of-black-diaspora-in-uk-and-us

Uniting Histories, Inspiring Futures: Reflections on Black and LGBT+ Milestones in
2024 https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/section/opinion/uniting-
histories-inspiring-futures-reflections-on-black-and-lgbt-milestones-in-2024/

It’s time to change the negative narratives around Black underachievement by
celebrating relatable role models
https://www.blackhistorymonth.or.uk/article/section/opinion/its-time-to-
change-the-negative-narratives-around-black-underachievement-with-awards-
that-celebrate-relatable-role-models/

Black History (2020) A timeline of 2 millennia of Black history, events and
individuals who shaped our world from The Guardian
https://www.theguardian.com/world/ng-interactive/2020/jul/11/black-history-
timeline

Howells, C. (2024), ‘Inside the Noughts and Crosses Universe: How Malorie
Blackman Reimagined Dystopian Fiction’. A look at the redefinition of a genre and
reclaiming power for the marginalised voices. Available at:
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/section/books/inside-the-
noughts-crosses-universe-how-malorie-blackman-reimagined-dystopian-fiction/

Read the 'Reclaiming the Narrative' blog and understand the impact of lived
experience in the path to inclusion ie.campaigns.inclusiveemployers.co.uk

The Black Cultural Archives has black history timelines going back to 1562
enabling the teaching and learning of inclusive, shared histories
https://blackculturalarchives.org/

The King’s Fund (2023) ‘You called and we came’. Windrush and the NHS.
https://features.kingsfund.org.uk/windrush-and-the-nhs/

Try listening to the series from the RCN Nursing Whilst Black Podcast
https://www.rcn.org.uk/About-us/Equity-diversity-and-inclusion/Nursing-whilst-
black and hear a range of nurses, students and healthcare support workers sharing

their lived experiences of working in healthcare.
f | /n
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Websites, stories and articles

Learn about BHM, its history and importance, as well as how organisations can
plan for the month by visiting ie.campaigns.inclusiveemployers.co.uk

Black Ballad (2024). Black Ballad UK Lifestyle platform. Available at:
https://blackballad.co.uk/ (Accessed: 24 September 2024)

CBBC (2023). CBBC Black History Month 2024. Available at:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/curations/black-history-month (Accessed: 24
September 2024)

Have a look at the Infographic from Inclusive Employers on Racism in the
Workplace https://www.inclusiveemployers.co.uk/blog/racism-in-the-
workplace-infographic/

Cheryl Carty shares “Black History Month: what it means to me” on the Inclusive
Employers’ blog (2021). https://www.inclusiveemployers.co.uk/blog/black-
history-month-what-it-means-to-me/

Race Equality Foundation (2024). Understanding Myeloma and its impact on
Black Communities: Race Equality Foundation and Myeloma UK. Available at:
https://raceequalityfoundation.org.uk/press-release/understanding-myeloma-
and-its-impact-on-black-communities-race-equality-foundation-and-myeloma-

uk/

Royal College of Nursing (2024). Black History Month. Available at:
https://www.rcn.org.uk/About-us/Diversity-and-inclusion/Black-History-Month
(Accessed: 24 September 2024)

Shout 85258 (2020). Black History Month - Black mental health matters.
Available at: https://giveusashout.org/latest/black-history-month-black-mental-
health-matters/ (Accessed: 24 September 2024)

Mind (2023). Where to get support during Black History Month. Available at:
https://www.mind.org.uk/news-campaigns/where-to-get-support-during-black-
history-month/ (Accessed: 28 September 2023)
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Additional resources

Understanding race issues and supporting Black History Month all year
round: https://gehswft.wordpress.ptfs-europe.co.uk/information-
resources/bame-resources/

Clinical Resources

Want more information on clinical aspects?
https://gehswft.wordpress.ptfs-europe.co.uk/information-
resources/bame-resources/#clinical

Support at GEH and SWFT

The SWFT Anti-Discrimination Helpdesk is now available:
https://extranet.swft.nhs.uk/staff-information/about-trust/news/swft-
anti-discrimination-helpdesk

Interested in becoming involved with the Diversity Inclusion Network
(D.I.N) at SWFT? https://extranet.swft.nhs.uk/staff-information/equality-
and-diversity/Diverse-Inclusion-Network or contact: bame@swft.nhs.uk

Want to join GEH’s EmbRace network? https://extranet.geh.nhs.uk/staff-
information/equality-and-diversity/embrace-network Meetings are every
other month and the next one is on 8th October 12pm - 1pm. Contact:
gehembracenetwork@geh.nhs.uk

Compiled by Knowledge and Library Services for
George Eliot Hospital NHS Trust
and South Warwickshire University NHS Foundation Trust

For more information contact:

library@swft.nhs.uk
01926 495321 ext 4287

library@geh.nhs.uk
024 7686 5464 (internal 5464)
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